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As Kenyon begins the process 
of formalizing future changes 
to its own campus, the College 
has already broken ground on 
its signature Mount Vernon 
initiative, the renovation of the 
Buckeye Candy and Tobacco 
building. 
Columbus-based construc-
tion firm Elford, Inc. began 
the $6 million renovation last 
month at the Buckeye Candy 
building, located at 400 South 
Main Street in Mount Vernon; 
Elford also renovated part of 
Ransom Hall last summer. 
The building will open by the 
start of second semester next 
year, according to Chief Busi-
ness Officer Mark Kohlman.
The building, named for the 
Buckeye Candy and Tobacco 
Company that formerly oper-
ated there, will house Kenyon’s 
Office for Community Engage-
ment and a new classroom and 
film studio space for the De-
partment of Dance, Drama and 
Film. 
The nonprofit Science Play 
Initiative, or SPI Spot, will also 
be headquartered in the Buck-
eye building. SPI Spot is a local 
organization not affiliated with 
Kenyon but that has partnered 
with Kenyon in the past to host 
science and technology fairs for 
middle and high schoolers.
The College announced plans 
to purchase the building in 
February 2015 and the Board of 
Trustees approved the purchase 
that April.
Gund Partnership, the archi-
tecture and planning firm Gra-
ham Gund ’63 heads, designed 
the renovation, according to 
Seth Millam, construction 
project manager for the Col-
lege.
The building is being stabi-
lized, as part of the founda-
tion has settled, or sunk into 
For $6 million, Kenyon gives 
Buckeye building makeover
NATHANIEL SHAHAN
Village Council rejects 
Kenyon’s zoning requests
Gambier Village Council denied 
zoning requests from Kenyon at a con-
tentious public hearing on Monday, 
delaying the College’s plans for new 
housing and a market downtown.
Though the Council approved the 
request to replace the Black Box The-
ater with a commercial building on a 
parcel less than 50 feet wide, it rejected 
three other variances related to the 
height, width and square footage of the 
project.
Council also rejected setback and 
height variances for three North Cam-
pus Apartment-style houses on the 
former site of the Gambier Grill. The 
buildings would have exceeded the 
zoning code’s 30-foot height limit by 
about four feet and the property bor-
der by 15 feet to the north and two to 
the south.
At the Council’s regular meeting, 
held after the hearing, Councilman 
Kirk Emmert chastised those who 
voted against the Black Box variances, 
calling the decision “a visceral reac-
tion.”
“When you deny the setback 
changes, they can’t build anything 
there,” Emmert told the Council. 
“That’s what you’ve done.” 
Chief Business Officer Mark Kohl-
man, who presented plans after Pres-
ident Sean Decatur outlined the Col-
lege’s vision to revitalize the Village, 
accused Council of adopting a double 
standard when it came to requests 
from Kenyon.
“I want to understand from you all 
what it is we have to do, given that 
there’s a clear distinction between the 
way you approve variances from prop-
erty owners other than the College and 
the way you approve variances or con-
sider variances for the College,” Kohl-
man said at Council’s regular meeting. 
Gambier Mayor Kachen Kimmell 
urged the Council to con-
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JAMES COMEY IS NOT
Before delivering the opening address 
of CSAD’s biennial conference, FBI Di-
rector James Comey P’16 sat down with 
the Collegian’s editors to discuss 
privacy, technology and terrorism.
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Last week, the Justice De-
partment dropped its order 
for Apple to unlock a phone 
used by one of the terror-
ists in the San Bernardino 
attacks after the FBI an-
nounced it had accessed the 
data with help from a third 
party. Five days earlier, 
Comey said the FBI was not 
intending to set a prece-
dent and that the order had 
stimulated “creative peo-
ple around the world to see 
what they might be able to 
do.” 
Q: Was the FBI’s case 
against Apple aimed less 
at compelling Apple to un-
lock the phone and more at 
finding a third party who 
could?
A: No. The litigation, the 
judge’s order, 
the ground, over time, accord-
ing to Millam. The interior is 
completely gutted and Elford is 
working to shore up the build-
ing before it replaces the roof 
later this spring.
The College initially an-
nounced the building would 
open for classes in the fall of 
2016, but Millam said the age of 
the building caused some chal-
lenges in the design process. 
Most of the work, he said, will 
be done this summer.
Kohlman said he expected the 
renovation to be complete by 
Dec. 1 of this year, and the SPI 
Spot Program and Community 
Engagement offices
Expects renovations to be complete by Dec. 2016
The People’s Bank building, right, later became the Black Box Theater. 
Courtesy of Greenslade Special Collections and Archives
Renovations to the Buckeye Candy and Tobacco building began last 
month. Photo by Nathaniel Shahan
by THE EDITORS
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Village RecoRd
April 1 - April 6
April 1, 8:05 p.m. — Student complaint of severe abdominal pain along 
Middle Path. Safety responded. Student transported to residence. No oth-
er action required.
April 1, 9:57 p.m. — Safety responded to tip regarding illegal substance 
use in Mather Residence Hall. Student admitted to use outside previously. 
Room and student smelled strongly of marijuana.
April 2, 12:49 a.m. — Student report of crashing sound and glass break-
ing in Hanna Residence Hall. Safety responded and found window pane 
broken. Glass mugs also broken on f loor due to bookcase being knocked 
over. Custodial staff contacted for glass cleanup.
April 2, 9 p.m. — Underaged student found in possession of alcohol and 
punching vending machine in McBride Residence Hall. Student refused 
to show ID, left scene. Alcohol disposed of by individual who reported 
activity.
April 2, 10:37 p.m. — Bulletin board pulled down, hanging crooked on 
wall in Leonard Residence Hall.
April 2, 11:30 p.m. — Report of intoxicated student in Gund Commons. 
Safety responded. Student complained of right ankle injury. Student 
transported to Knox Community Hospital (KCH) via squad for further 
evaluation/treatment.
April 3, 12:14 a.m. — Report of intoxicated student in Gund Commons. 
Safety responded. Student transported to residence. No other action re-
quired.
April 3, 12:18 a.m. — Report of student with left ankle injury in Ganter-
Price Hall. Safety responded. Student transported to KCH via squad for 
further evaluation/treatment.
April 3, 12:35 a.m. — Safety officer identified intoxicated student in 
Gund Commons. Student transported to residence. No other action re-
quired.
April 3, 12:45 a.m. — Report of intoxicated student in Gund Commons. 
Safety responded. Student transported to residence. No other action re-
quired.
April 3, 12:58 a.m. — Report of intoxicated student in New Apartments. 
Safety responded. Student unresponsive. Student transported to KCH via 
squad for further evaluation/treatment.
April 3, 1 a.m. — Student reported damage to lock of North Campus 
Apartments residence door. Room did not appear to be disturbed or have 
anything missing.
April 3, 1:17 a.m. — Student report of physical altercation between two 
students in Gund Commons. Safety responded. No other action required.
April 3, 2:30 a.m. — Underage student seen with alcohol and handed it 
off to another student before conversing with the individual who report-
ed them in Mcbride.
April 3, 2:50 a.m. — Student found to be burning incense in Mather. In-
cense confiscated.
April 6, 12:35 a.m. — Call of concern for pledging student received in 
Delta Tau Delta (Delt) Lodge. No specific information given on individu-
als. Location checked. No other action taken.
Decatur, Dems say ‘no’ 
to concealed carry 
RACHEL MITCHELL
Last November, the Ohio House of 
Representatives passed House Bill 48, 
colloquially referred to as the “guns 
everywhere” bill, a moniker simi-
lar to one critics gave to a 2014 bill 
passed in Georgia. 
In response to th Ohio legisla-
tion, the Kenyon Democrats started 
an online petition in February, urg-
ing President Decatur to declare Ke-
nyon’s campus a gun-free zone if the 
bill becomes law.
If Governor John Kasich signs the 
law, Kenyon, as a private institution, 
may choose whether or not to change 
its own concealed-carry policies. De-
catur said the College’s policies will 
not change under any circumstances, 
and he has signed a petition, along 
with other college and university 
presidents across the state, urging 
state legislators in the senate not to 
pass the bill. 
Under Ohio state law, it is a felony 
to carry concealed weapons in cer-
tain designated areas, termed victim 
zones. Victim zones 
in Ohio include air-
ports, police stations 
and schools — but if 
HB 48 is signed into 
law, these designated 
locations would no 
longer be gun-free by 
mandate.
Jessie Gorovitz ’19 
and Alex Piper ’16 
co-wrote the Ken-
yon Democrats’ peti-
tion. As of Wednesday evening, 318 
members of Kenyon’s community had 
signed it.
“Anyone with a permit to carry 
concealed weapons that is recognized 
by the State of Ohio—students, fac-
ulty, staff, and visitors—would be 
allowed to carry loaded, concealed 
handguns anywhere on Ohio college 
campuses,” the petition reads, “in-
cluding classrooms, student centers 
and sports arenas, and to keep fire-
arms in student dormitories and fra-
ternity houses, if the institution so 
chooses.”
Kenyon 
Democrats 
President Sam Whipple 
’16 said that if the bill 
were to pass in the Senate 
and await Kasich’s signa-
ture, the governor might not consider 
it until summer, in which case Ken-
yon students would not be on campus 
to voice objections to its passing.
“We want to make sure that Ken-
yon takes the opportunity now to say 
we are not going to support the bill if 
it passes,” Whipple said on why the 
student group was petitioning Deca-
tur at this time.
“I think, in general, concealed-
carry on academic campuses, you 
know whether we’re talking elemen-
tary schools or college campuses, it’s 
just not a good idea, not good policy,” 
Decatur said.
At the moment, firearms of any 
kind, guns includ-
ed, are prohibited 
on the entirety of 
the campus, ac-
cording to the Stu-
dent Handbook, 
although students 
may store a bow 
and arrow under 
the care of Cam-
pus Safety if they 
wish. Director of 
Campus Safety 
Bob Hooper wrote in an email to the 
Collegian that his office was not cur-
rently storing any firearms, but is 
providing storage space for two ar-
chery bows.
“You don’t want to be on the oth-
er end of the phone when somebody 
tells you there’s been a shooting at 
your school,” Gorovitz said. 
“You don’t know what it’s like un-
til it happens to you, or happens to 
your community, but that doesn’t 
mean everybody shouldn’t take it se-
riously.”
In a photograph accompanying “Women’s lacrosse hustles to the top” 
(March 31), a player was misidentified as Jane Symmes ’16. The pictured 
player was Kat Englert ’18. The Collegian regrets the error.
CORRECTION
In general, 
concealed-carry 
on academic campuses ... 
it’s just not a good idea, 
not good policy.
Sean Decatur, president 
“
President voices support for student group’s 
campaign opposing potential new law 
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Buckeye building to open by 2017 Buckeye will house film classes, Community Partnership offices
will be filled that month. Film 
classes held in the space will be-
gin in January 2017.
SPI Spot and the Office for 
Community Partnerships will 
occupy the first floor. Direc-
tor of Community Partnerships 
Jennifer Odenweller is excited 
to make the move from Bailey 
House to the Buckeye building. 
The office, which President Sean 
Decatur founded in March of last 
year, serves to connect the Ken-
yon community with the wider 
Mount Vernon and Knox County 
communities.
“Part of the strategy in locat-
ing this newly developed office 
in downtown Mount Vernon is 
to be out in the community and 
be an obvious community part-
ner that people can look to as a 
resource and know where to go 
and how to create new conver-
sations,” said Odenweller, who 
previously served as the execu-
tive director of the United Way 
of Knox County. She expects 
student workers and volunteers 
will work with the office at the 
Buckeye building, and that the 
office will connect students and 
faculty to community members 
for research and collaboration on 
projects.
The Department of Dance, 
Drama and Film will occupy the 
majority of the space. According 
to Assistant Professor of Film 
Jonathan Sherman, the renova-
tion includes a studio space for 
constructing sets that extends 
up through two stories, as well as 
two classrooms and a computer 
lab for post-production work. 
Students will be able to take 
shuttles directly to the build-
ing for classes, though Sherman 
said that the College has not yet 
worked out these details. He 
said most classes will likely be 
seminars or 80-minute classes, 
because the transportation-time 
logistics will have to fit with stu-
dents’ schedules.
The space will feature several 
private rooms for senior film ma-
jors working on their theses and 
an office and storage space for all 
the film department’s equipment. 
Sherman said the film professors 
will not move their offices off 
campus, though he will share an 
office space in the building with 
Thomas S. Turgeon Professor of 
Drama Jonathan Tazewell. Sher-
man wants to keep the depart-
ment based on Kenyon’s home 
campus, though the department 
is speaking with the Office of the 
Provost about hiring someone 
both to manage the space and 
possibly to teach some classes. 
The new studio space will help 
replace the space the department 
will lose with the impending 
demolition of Murnen House, a 
College-owned property behind 
the Kenyon Athletic Center that 
film students use for shooting 
scenes. The house, according to 
Sherman, has deteriorated to the 
point that it is unsafe to film in.
Beyond serving Kenyon stu-
dents, Sherman said Kenyon 
will work with Mount Vernon 
schools to provide opportuni-
ties for students to use the film 
space and equipment during 
summer programs and possibly 
intern on Kenyon student films. 
“It’s going to be one of the finer 
production facilities in central 
Ohio,” Sherman said. He antici-
pates that in addition to serving 
Mount Vernon residents, the 
building will be available for rent 
to professional film crews during 
the summer. “The expectation 
and the hope is that this facility 
will bring broader benefit to the 
Mount Vernon community as a 
whole,” Sherman said.
By bringing film students into 
Mount Vernon, Sherman hopes 
students will take advantage of 
the city for filming as well. “The 
hope is they will see Mount Ver-
non as a beautiful place to film,” 
Sherman said.
Kohlman said the College ex-
pects the presence of the reno-
vated building will have a rejuve-
nating effect on the surrounding 
area.   
“That building was an empty 
structure right there on Main 
Street in Mount Vernon,” he said. 
“Now it’s going to be a lively, ac-
tive place that draws people to it.”
Village challenges 
Kenyon’s plans 
sider whether the Village was making 
variance decisions unfairly. 
“We need the legal answer to this 
question,” Kimmel said. “There actu-
ally is an issue if we are treating one 
property owner in our town differently 
in the way we grant variances than any 
other property owner. I think the facts 
are a problem for us, guys.”
In an email to the Collegian Wednes-
day, Decatur wrote, “We’ll be returning 
to the Village Council with modified 
plans, and I am confident that we will 
find a way to move the plans forward.”
Dozens of villagers and about five 
students showed up at the gym in the 
Gambier Community Center for the 
public hearing. Attendees voiced their 
thoughts on the College’s plans — par-
ticularly regarding the replacement of 
the Black Box, which formerly housed 
the People’s Bank, which is now on 
Wiggin Street.
Villager Martha Melick said the pro-
posed building’s proximity to the street 
and sidewalk would make it resemble 
“a block in New York City.” 
“It’s not really looking like the Village 
of Gambier on that corner anymore,” 
she said.
Bruce Dingman, who, as postmaster 
at the Gambier Post Office, works ad-
jacent to the proposed project, said he 
had no problem the plans.
“Whatever they’re going to do is go-
ing to look good,” Dingman said.
Decatur said the Black Box “has his-
torically been a commercial building” 
that “now only has intermittent use by 
the College,” an assessment which Pro-
fessor of Drama and Playwright-in-
Residence Wendy MacLeod disputed.
“It’s not intermittent use,” she said. 
“It’s constant use by student theater 
groups.” 
Councilmembers Betsy Heer, Don-
na Scott and Liz Forman opposed 
most of the variances, with Emmert 
approving all and Councilman Juan 
Pastor approving some. Councilman 
Sam Filkins recused himself because 
he works for the College as assistant 
director of student engagement for 
leadership.
At the outset, Kimmell wondered 
aloud whether Forman should also 
recuse herself, since she has taught for 
The Kenyon Review’s Young Writers 
program. After Kimmell directed at-
torney Zachary DiMarco, filling in for 
Village Solicitor Clinton Bailey, to read 
the legal consequences for a breach of 
ethics, Forman denied any conflict of 
interest and said her work for the Col-
lege was on a case-by-case basis.
“I’ll take my chances,” Forman said. 
“I have no idea whether I’ll be given a 
contract.”
Continued from Page 1
Continued from Page 1
Workers from Elford, Inc. stabilize the Buckeye building in advance of replacing the roof later this spring
Photo by Nathaniel Shahan
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On Feb. 21, Ohio Governor John Kasich signed a bill stripping ap-
proximately $1.3 million in 
funding from Ohio health de-
partment services, including 
HIV testing, breast and cervical 
cancer screenings and preven-
tion of violence against women.
Access for birth control and 
other reproductive services for 
Kenyon females has been in part 
limited to the Cox Health and 
Counseling Center through the 
defunding of Planned Parent-
hood in this bill. 
One of the largest anti-choice 
bills to be pushed through leg-
islation in recent years, the bill 
comes as a devastating hit to 
Planned Parenthood. Media 
scrutiny fell upon the organiza-
tion last summer after an anti-
abortion group released videos 
showing Planned Parenthood 
officials discussing the procure-
ment of fetal tissue; allegations 
of fetal tissue sales have since 
been dismissed. 
In Ohio, Attorney General 
Mike DeWine launched an in-
vestigation 
in the after-
math of the 
allegations 
that resulted 
in no evi-
dence that 
Planned Par-
enthood has 
sold fetal tis-
sue by De-
cember of 2015. Though the bill 
did not specifically name the 
nonprofit organization, Kasich’s 
signature has left Planned Par-
enthood floundering. 
Since his election as governor 
in 2010, Kasich has signed all 
17 pieces of legislature to cross 
his desk regarding anti-abor-
tion and women’s reproductive 
health restrictions; the most 
recent bill comes as an attempt 
to fund clinics and centers that 
do not perform abortions. Ac-
cording to the Huffington Post, 
in 2013 Kasich supported a $1.4 
million budget cut of Planned 
Parenthood that “required abor-
tion providers to perform ul-
trasounds on patients seeking 
abortions and allowed rape cri-
sis centers to be stripped of their 
public funds if they referred vic-
tims to abortion providers.”
Kasich’s legislative choic-
es underscore larger matters 
plaguing Ohio — namely, a lack 
of resources for women’s repro-
ductive healthcare. At present, 
10 clinics offer abortion servic-
es in the state of Ohio, three of 
which are Planned Parenthoods; 
a Columbus-based clinic is the 
closest of the 10 to Kenyon’s 
campus. 
For women at Kenyon, re-
productive and gynecologi-
cal health can be a tricky 
sea to navigate given 
limited healthcare 
resources and mo-
bility on the iso-
lated campus. 
This leaves the 
health center 
as one of the 
main, if not 
the only, vi-
able options 
for care.
“Un-
fortunate-
ly, Mount 
Vernon is 
such a small 
county that 
they don’t 
have a lot of 
services,” Kim 
Cullers, direc-
tor of the health 
center and certi-
fied nurse practi-
tioner (CNP), said. At 
Knox Community Hos-
pital, three obstetricians/
gynecologists are listed as staff 
doctors. While the health center 
has a female doctor who works 
six and a half 
hours per 
week, and a 
male doctor 
as her substi-
tute, it does 
not have a 
registered 
OB/GYN 
on staff. The 
health center 
employs two CNPs, one medical 
doctor and her substitute, and 
three registered nurses; Cullers 
said the health center is “really 
well staffed.”
A female junior, who asked to 
speak anonymously in order to 
preserve her privacy, explored 
the health center as a means for 
procuring her birth control pre-
scription, but due to the center’s 
lack of a gynecologist she turned 
down the necessary physical, 
colloquially referred to by Cull-
ers as a “well woman exam,” and 
opted to ship her birth control 
in from her home state. 
The junior opted out of a “well 
woman exam” due to the health 
center’s lack of a gynecologist, 
noting she wanted a profession-
al who specializes in reproduc-
tive healthcare. Her hesitation 
to accept the exam left her with 
few options, and a nurse sug-
gested she go into Mount Ver-
non for a gynecological visit. 
“But I couldn’t do that because 
I’m technically not insured in 
Ohio,” the junior said. Insured 
in her home state through Med-
icaid, the junior has struggled to 
fill prescriptions at Mount Ver-
non pharmacies. 
“There was a time when my 
only option was to get 
it from the health center,” the 
junior said of her birth control 
prescription. “I can’t get my 
birth control at Planned Parent-
hood anymore. I literally have 
to pay at Kenyon if I want birth 
control.”
When asked if there was 
a male equivalent to the well 
woman, general and reproduc-
tive health precautions, Cullers 
laughed and said, “We have a 
jar of condoms out front that’s 
always full.” Cullers said she 
has “maybe one or two” male 
students come in each year to 
check on their sexual and re-
productive health as a proactive 
measure. “I’ve had a few men 
come in for yearly exams,” Cull-
ers said. “And it always surpris-
es me.”
More than just contracep-
tives, the health center’s re-
sources stretch to diagnoses of 
sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs) among other reproduc-
tive services. A female senior, 
whom a health center doc-
tor diagnosed with herpes her 
sophomore year, suspected her 
diagnosis and expressed that 
concern to a nurse during her 
preliminary exam. 
“A nurse looked at me and 
she wasn’t sure if it was razor 
burn or herpes,” the senior said. 
“I remember her saying, ‘Can I 
convince you to stop shaving?’ 
She recalls leaving the health 
center without any painkillers 
and waiting nearly five days for 
the result of her swab test. 
“[The doctor] came in after a 
long time, maybe 25 minutes af-
ter I’d seen the nurse and said, 
‘Tell me what you think has 
been going on,’” the se-
nior said. She relayed 
several sexual expe-
riences to the doc-
tor, which she 
believed result-
ed in her con-
traction of 
the STI, af-
ter which 
the doctor 
replied, 
“Well 
you’re 
right, 
you do,” 
accord-
ing to 
the se-
nior’s rec-
ollection. 
The doctor 
went on to 
tell the se-
nior that if she 
had any more 
questions to “just 
Google it.”
“I think that re-
ally speaks for itself,” the 
senior said. “I had herpes, 
which is such a taboo thing to 
talk about. His advice was ex-
actly what everyone else had 
been telling me not do before I 
went in.” She expressed surprise 
that the doctor had told her to 
research herpes online when 
friends she had spoken to be-
fore her diagnosis, warning her 
against online research of po-
tential STIs.
“I don’t know what the point 
of me telling my story was, or 
what he was even asking of 
me,” the senior said. “The whole 
thing was a little bit unprofes-
sional. It was just professional 
enough to get away with.”
A second female senior, who 
asked to speak anonymously 
to preserve her privacy, called 
herself a “regular” at the health 
center. She has human papil-
lomavirus 
(HPV), and 
was diag-
nosed in her 
home state, 
but recently 
visited the 
health cen-
ter this se-
mester for 
what she 
thought was 
a potential 
yeast infection.
“I didn’t know what it was 
because I had never had it be-
fore and it got worse [over 
time],” she said. “I went to the 
health center … and they said 
this could be herpes. I got really, 
really scared.”
A nurse did a herpes swab, 
which is more accurate than a 
blood test during an outbreak. 
Three days later she returned to 
Sexual healthcare the new commodity
EMILY SAKAMOTO
The whole thing 
was a little bit 
unprofessional. It was just 
professional enough to get 
away with. 
A female senior
“
the health center and saw Cull-
ers, who immediately ruled out 
herpes upon inspection before 
the test results had come back.
“It was extremely frustrat-
ing,” she said of the potential 
misdiagnosis and the wait time. 
After the potential herpes inci-
dent, she attempted to secure an 
excused absence from class on 
a day in which her menstrual 
cramps were so severe she was 
exhibiting flu-like symptoms 
and was unable to leave the 
bathroom for part of the day. 
The health center staff denied 
her request, and she was left 
wondering whether the mention 
of her menstrual cycle as part of 
her symptoms was a part of the 
reasoning for the health center’s 
decision not to grant her an ex-
cused absence.
Kenyon’s health center oper-
ates at limited hours compared 
to those at peer schools such as 
Oberlin College, which boasts 
Saturday walk-in hours; de-
spite limitations in services and 
hours, several have noted posi-
tive experiences with the staff 
have made up for their unfortu-
nate experiences. “She was very 
sensitive to the fact that I techni-
cally don’t have insurance in the 
state of Ohio,” the junior said of 
Karen Crane, CNP. “[She] was 
good about giving me options 
so I could get the care I needed.”
The junior’s trust in the 
health center contrasted with 
that of the first senior, who said, 
“I try to avoid the health center 
now. If I ever had a problem like 
that I would definitely call my 
gynecologist at home. I wouldn’t 
go back [to the health center].”
Kenyon’s relative isolation is 
a large factor in the lack of on-
campus reproductive and gyne-
cological resources for female 
students. Cullers noted that 
Mount Vernon is a conservative 
area and most women would 
find more resources if they ex-
panded their 
search to Co-
lumbus. The 
second senior 
attempted to 
get an ap-
pointment at a 
gynecologist’s 
office in Co-
lumbus before 
going to Ke-
nyon’s center, 
but a three-
week wait swayed her decision 
to go to the health center. The 
junior, due to her insurance, 
was unable to access resources 
for an affordable price anywhere 
in Ohio other than the health 
center due to the defunding of 
Planned Parenthood services.
Lack of female and reproductive health care at Kenyon mirrors Ohio budget cuts
I can’t get my 
birth control at 
Planned Parenthood any-
more. I literally have to pay 
at Kenyon if I want birth 
control.
A female junior
“
Illustration by Henry Uhrik
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From Desdemona’s perspective Drama seniors shake up Othellowith new, feminist interpretation
ZOE CASE
Cockney, Irish and southern 
English accents intermingled hyster-
ically last Saturday night at the final 
performance of Paula Vogel’s Desde-
mona: A Play about a Handkerchief. 
The show, part of Emily Erblich, 
Beth Seeley and Emma Smith’s com-
prehensive senior exercises, bravely 
tackled themes of class and gender. 
An all-female cast performed the 
90-minute show in the Hill Theater.
Desdemona concerns the behind-
the-scenes world of Shakespeare’s 
women. In the same way that Phillip 
Gregory’s Wicked evolves the story of 
The Wizard of Oz, Desdemona tells 
the other, more feminist side of Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s Othello. 
“I think it’s a big service that Vogel 
did to Shakespeare,” Seeley said be-
fore the show. “Like, ‘Here are some 
really cool characters that you wrote. 
I’d like to expand upon them.’”
The men of Othello are visibly 
absent from this play, as highlighted 
by Director Elgin Martin’s ’16 stag-
ing. In a scene in which Desdemona 
hears a knock on her door and an-
swers it, leaving the stage, the sound 
of her husband slapping her was 
heard throughout the theater. The 
men of the show are unseen, malev-
olent forces controlling their wives 
and driving their objectives. Othel-
lo’s abuse especially drives Desdemo-
na to seek out the prostitute Bianca, 
in order to defy her husband.
Audience members who were un-
familiar with the Shakespeare play 
may have found it difficult to parse 
the various characters’ goals. “It’s 
definitely a companion piece, and 
that’s one of the challenges with it,” 
Martin said. Other members of the 
audience may have struggled with 
understanding the actresses. Though 
Seeley and Erblich adopted accurate, 
realistic Cockney and Irish accents, 
respectively, and had trained with 
dialect coach Emma Raider-Roth ’19, 
some jokes landed slightly off-base, 
simply because much of the audience 
had a non-native, untrained ear.
The jokes that did hit, hit hard 
and unexpectedly. Erblich as Emilia, 
Desdemona’s lower-class handmaid-
en, navigated the stage in delightful 
ways. Erblich had total command of 
her body, whether she was running 
from Seeley’s murderous Bianca, an-
grily peeling potatoes at the behest 
of her conniving mistress or simply 
doing laundry. Her slapstick inspira-
tion and command of comic timing 
served her well.
Seeley’s Bianca was a breath of 
fresh air. Even her first timed en-
trance, which happened almost half-
way through the show, brought a 
laugh. Seeley’s face was infinitely ex-
pressive, and when paired with Gib-
son Oakley’s ’16 costume design, her 
character as a guileless prostitute was 
complete. Bianca unwittingly leads 
Desdemona into a dangerous situa-
tion with her husband, and Seeley’s 
ability to connect onstage aided her 
role as Desdemona’s ruinous confi-
dant.
Underneath it all was Smith’s 
rock-solid performance as Desde-
mona. Though Smith may not have 
been the funniest of the three, her 
character drove the plot forward. The 
brilliance of all three women is that 
they never pretended their charac-
ters were perfect. Each had her vices, 
and yet, their unexpected kindnesses 
toward one another made it through 
all the noise of their onstage fights.
Oakley’s work on the set support-
ed the play and its idiosyncrasies. It 
was a unit set, and the time period 
is unspecified because while Othello 
is set in Venice, Vogel imagined the 
British accents. The feeling of the set 
is rustic yet feminine. Rusted wash-
boards and clotheslines  were draped 
across the stage as if they belonged 
there. The only confusion occurred 
because there was only one entrance 
onstage. It seemed all characters were 
simultaneously entering through 
Othello’s palace and the street.
Both Yoobin Han’s ’18 light-
ing design and Katherine Deal’s ’17 
sound design carried the script’s de-
mand for the scenes to be in cinemat-
ic takes, as many scenes were very 
short, just a few lines and a change of 
position to show the passing of time. 
Jasmine Manuel ’17 nailed her work 
as prop designer, especially with 
the sheer number and placement of 
props.
Overall, the production was well-
constructed, and the choice of play 
fitting for the three actresses. Watch-
ing those three explore and develop 
relationships between their charac-
ters was like watching them become 
friends with one another all over 
again. 
“There is no such thing as friend-
ship between ladies,” Erblich’s Ame-
lia said near the end of the play. But 
this production proved that to be 
dead wrong.
Seniors Emily Erblich, Beth Seeley and Emma Smith take the Hill Theater stage in Desdemona: A Play 
about a Handkerchief, by Paula Vogel. Photo by Maria Zarka 
Duo Patchwork experiments with classical music
CLAIRE OXFORD
Patchwork, an experimental 
classical duo based in Cleveland, 
performed what was likely one of 
the edgiest classical concerts ever 
held in Brandi Recital Hall on Fri-
day.
Saxophonist Noa Even and 
drummer Stephen Klunk make 
up the duo, which pushes the 
boundaries of music by commis-
sioning pieces from experimen-
tal contemporary composers that 
meld the genre of classical music 
with rock, metal, and even funk 
influences. When Even reached 
out to Assistant Professor of Mu-
sic Ross Feller to organize a per-
formance as part of the College’s 
Warner Concert Series, Feller 
had already heard of the group 
through his colleague, composer 
Nick Didkovsky, who collaborat-
ed with Patchwork for this perfor-
mance.
“Their primary focus is the 
newest of the new, so contempo-
rary music written by young com-
posers just starting off in their ca-
reers,” Feller said. 
Klunk and Even met while 
studying at Bowling Green State 
University in Bowling Green, 
Ohio, where Klunk was working 
on his master’s in percussion and 
Even was focusing on earning her 
doctorate of musical arts in con-
temporary music. The two began 
rehearsing together and officially 
formed Patchwork in 2013. This is 
their third season touring.
In Brandi, Patchwork per-
formed five pieces with more than 
half the recital hall filled. At times 
the two instruments were some-
times deliberately in sync, with 
Even’s saxophone mirroring the 
percussive rhythm of the drums; 
at other times, they diverged and 
did more of a call-and-response 
as the performers took turns with 
solos. Certain quirks in Even’s 
playing included high-pitched 
squeaks and tapping on her sax-
ophone for a subtle percussive 
effect. The third song on their 
setlist, “Fun With Teeth”, by com-
poser Nate May, was, according to 
Even, described by May as “boo-
gie funk metal” and was a catchy, 
aggressive piece with a mixture of 
intense drum work and smoother 
saxophone solos. 
Klunk’s drum set, featuring 
staples like the snare, bass drum 
and cymbals, also had unusual 
additions like bongos and drum-
sticks with a bouncy ball attached 
to the end. Klunk used these su-
perball sticks often, pulling them 
toward him over different drums 
or cymbals, allowing the friction 
between the ball and surface to 
reverberate. 
Patchwork premiered a dy-
namic, approximately 20-minute 
piece, “Axamer Folio,” by con-
temporary composer Eric Wub-
bels — a unique arrangement, 
influenced by the spirit of free im-
provisation, composed of 16-20 
movements that can be arranged 
and swapped around by the per-
former depending on creative im-
pulses or intended effect. Klunk 
began with an aggressive, varied 
drum solo that moved into haunt-
ing, slower saxophone, and so on 
through numerous movements. 
Even said rehearsing the pre-
miere has been one of the most 
challenging parts of preparing for 
their opening concert. Since this 
is a dynamic piece with parts that 
can be swapped around, there’s 
the possibility to listen to their 
performance and experiment 
with the form further. 
“We’re not sure if we want to 
rearrange some of the parts, so it 
will be interesting to listen to the 
recording and see what it actual-
ly sounds like and what we want 
to do with it from now on,” Even 
said. 
Describing the general sound 
of their music, Klunk discussed 
how many people he talks with 
are confused when he identifies 
Patchwork’s music as classical 
because it incorporates aspects 
of many other genres, like rock 
or even funk, but the diversity 
of the project is something he 
greatly enjoys. “It allows me to 
incorporate sort of the rock and 
metal background that I have and 
the desire to create new things as 
well,” he said. 
Noa Even, left, and Stephen Klunk perform as Patchwork in Brandi 
Recital Hall on Friday night. Photo by Drew Meeker 
Cleveland-based duo brought innovative contemporary music to Brandi Recital Hall
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On Oct. 27, 2011, after nearly six 
years of planning and construction, the 
Gund Gallery opened its doors. Com-
bining an industrial steel sheen with 
the natural lightness of limestone, the 
building marked a shift in art’s role on 
Kenyon’s campus. The gallery’s inaugu-
ral exhibition, Seeing/Knowing, was cu-
rated by then-newly appointed Director 
Natalie Marsh. 
As the gallery approaches its fifth an-
niversary in October, it plans to start 
a series of public outreach programs 
that will strengthen the gallery’s rela-
tionship with the student body. Among 
these is the recently launched Art 
Loan Program — inspired by projects 
at Oberlin College, the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and Williams 
College — lent art pieces to 38 students 
this semester.
According to the gallery’s 2015-2018 
strategic plan — a proposal the gallery’s 
staff produced that outlines the institu-
tion’s goals for the next few years— it 
hopes to increase the number of Gund 
Gallery Associates as well as continue to 
implement programs like the new Mel-
lon artist-in-residency that will bring 
outside artists to Kenyon. 
The College first proposed construct-
ing the gallery as part of the “We Are Ke-
nyon” fundraising campaign, launched 
in 2007, to address the need on campus 
for updated and unified facilities for the 
art department. Out of this campaign 
emerged not only the gallery, but also 
what is now Horvitz Hall, the home of 
the studio art department.
Mount Vernon resident Karen Buch-
wald Wright and Ariel Corp, of which 
Wright is president, donated $1.8 mil-
lion to the gallery to support the con-
struction of an upper-level exhibition 
space — now known as the Buchwald-
Wright Gallery. In 2011, Graham Gund 
’63 pledged $11.5 million toward the 
construction of 31,000-square-foot 
building.
The gallery’s latest project, the Mel-
lon artist-in-residence program, rep-
resents the collaborative nature of this 
working group. Funded by the Mel-
lon Foundation, the program will help 
bring artists to campus for collaborative 
projects in the next few years. 
The first Mellon artist-in-residence 
is Chicago-based contemporary sculp-
tor Cheryl Pope. Pope is co-teaching a 
seminar of “Institutions and Inequali-
ties,” a sociology course taught by Da-
vid Skubby, visiting assistant professor 
of sociology. The artist Skyped in for 
classes before she arrived on campus 
and participated in classes starting last 
week. Later this spring, Pope will be in-
stalling sculptures at the Kenyon Ath-
letic Center. 
“I think our Mellon Foundation-sup-
ported artist-in-residence pilot program 
is one of the coolest things we are do-
ing this year and going forward,” Marsh 
wrote in an email to the Collegian.  “It 
exemplifies what we hoped to do to ex-
pand student and faculty collaborations 
with the Gund Gallery when we worked 
on the strategic plan in 2014.”
From the very beginning, the Gund 
Associates program has been an inte-
gral part of the institution. The program 
welcomed 20 students in 2011; today 
nearly 40 students work for the gallery. 
Amelia Barnes ’16 has been a gallery 
associate throughout her four years at 
Kenyon. Though Barnes doesn’t see her-
self pursuing a career in art after gradu-
ation, she values the associates program 
as an important source of professional 
training.  
“It is one of those things that you get 
out of it what you put in,” Barnes said. 
“The people who enjoy it the most and 
have done the most with it are the most 
passionate and hardworking,” 
Studio art major Emma Brown ’17 is 
new this year to the Gallery’s program, 
and sees the gallery as a way to further 
art culture on campus. 
“It’s a great source of inspiration to 
me as a person and an artist,  and it’s 
a very nice environment to be in that 
values creative expression,” Brown said. 
The associates program has allowed her 
to gain valuable insight into working 
closely with art. 
“It’s very special to be behind the 
scenes with some very thoughtful, pro-
fessional artwork,” Brown said. “Being 
around it and thinking about it for ex-
tended periods of time is a wonderful 
opportunity.”
The gallery hopes to expand the asso-
ciates program in the upcoming years, 
including adding spaces around cam-
pus for associate-curated “pop-up” ex-
hibitions as well as increasing the num-
ber of positions available, according to 
Marsh. 
“I wanted the program to reflect 
our identity as a learning museum — 
a place where both formal learning 
(through classroom teaching) and in-
formal learning (everything else we do 
that adds to what we know) — are core 
to our mission,” she said.
Clockwise from left: Linnea Feldman Emi-
son ’18, Henry Quillian ’17 and Katherine 
Deal ’17 view the Gallery’s loan collection; 
Tess Matthews’s ’15 Impressions; Elena 
Anatchkova’s ’15 Home. Photos by Bailey 
Blaker and Kristen Huffman
It’s a great source of inspiration to me as a person and an 
artist and it’s a very nice environment to be in that values 
creative expression.
Emma Brown ’17“BAILEY BLAKER
[Art]work in 
progress
2011
Gallery opened in October
 with an exhibition entitled 
Seeing/Knowing
Gund Associates 
Program launched 
Inaugural Senior 
Studio Art 
exhibition held 
The gallery becomes a non-
profit, with the formation of its 
own board of trustees
The gallery gets an endow-
ment to help further its inde-
pendence from the College
“Friends of the Gund” mem-
bership program established 
to help bring in outside rev-
enue for the gallery Art Lending 
Program started
First Mellon artist-in-resi-
dence comes to campus
2012
2014
2013 2015
2016
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Conference Schedule
THURSDAY, APRIL 7
9 A.M. 
Foundations of a Right to 
Privacy
Peter Myers, University of 
Wisconsin; Vincent Phillip Muñoz, 
University of Notre Dame; Reva 
Slegel, Yale Law School; Moderated 
by Nancy Powers, visiting assistant 
professor of political science
10:30 A.M. 
Privacy Trends: Are Things So 
Bad?
Benjamin Wittes, Brookings 
Institution
1:30 P.M. 
Technology, Big Data and 
You
Julia Angwin, ProPublica; Kirk 
Herath, Nationwide Insurance; 
Laura Donohue, Georgetown Law; 
David Greene, Electronic Frontier 
Foundation; Moderated by Tim 
Feran, business reporter for The 
Columbus Dispatch
3 P.M. 
Three Problems for Privacy 
James Lewis, Center for Strategic 
and International Studies
4 P.M. 
Public Reception 
in Gund Gallery atrium 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 8
9 A.M.
Security and Surveillance
Chris Calabrese, Center for 
Democracy and Technology; 
Charlie Savage, New York Times; 
Jameel Jaffer, American Civil 
Liberties Union; Julian Sanchez, 
Cato Institute 
Moderated by Thomas Karako, 
director of CSAD
11 A.M.
The  Expectation of Privacy 
on a College Campus
Jill Engel-Hellman, Student Affairs, 
Kenyon College; Jared Hoffman, 
Library and Information Services, 
Kenyon College; Ron Griggs, 
Library and Information Services, 
Kenyon College;  Bob Hooper, 
Campus Safety, Kenyon College; 
Moderated by Meredith Harper 
Bonham ‘92, Student Affairs, 
Kenyon College
12:15 P.M.
Conference Conclusion
tently, honest, independently and 
promptly. As I’ve told people, Look, 
we always want to do it well, that’s 
our first consideration. Our second 
is, given that the public is intense-
ly interested in a San Bernardino or 
in this investigation involving this 
email server, we want to respond in 
a way that is reasonably prompt. But 
we always want to do it well. That’s 
our first consideration.
Q: Without getting into the de-
tails of the Clinton case, do you 
think a secretary of state using a 
private email server poses more of a 
threat to the U.S.’s national securi-
ty, say, or to the public’s right under 
the Freedom of Information Act to 
access documents of the federal gov-
ernment? Or do you think neither is 
really a concern? 
A: I might choose another option. 
was sought so that we could investi-
gate in a competent way and get into 
the phone of one of the killers. That 
was the purpose of the litigation. 
The intention that it brought, acci-
dently, sort of fostered a worldwide 
market for creative people to try and 
find ways to break into [an iPhone] 
5C. The details are important — a 
5C running [Apple’s latest operating 
mobile operating system] iOS9. And 
we had tried to do that, we had tried 
to find people inside government. 
We’d asked everybody in the gov-
ernment and nobody could, but the 
intention fostered attention so that a 
private party came forward and said 
we think we’ve figured out a way and 
that got us into the device.
Q: What does it mean, though, if 
a third party could have this ability 
to unlock the phone when members 
of the U.S. intelligence community 
can not?
A: Well, it means that there’s not 
a monopoly on creativity inside the 
U.S. government, especially when it 
comes to technology. 
Q: But do you think it poses a risk 
to perhaps the government’s own 
electronic data if these unknown, 
perhaps unknown, third parties can 
do this and the U.S. government can 
not?
A: Sure, in a sense. I mean one 
of the things the FBI does is battle 
hackers of all kinds. And so our sys-
tems, the FBI’s and the rest of the 
government’s, and I’m sure our de-
vices, are always subject to nation-
states trying to get into them, crimi-
nals trying to get into them, hackers 
of all kinds trying to get into them. 
So there’s always risk. There’s no 
such thing as totally secure. There’s 
more secure and less secure.
Q: And you’ve said the impact 
was that this third party was able to 
unlock this, but that it was not the 
intent. I’m wondering, then, why 
did the FBI choose to file its order 
publicly?
A: That was a decision made by 
the Justice Department lawyers. I 
think their judgment was in the cen-
tral district of California they did 
not have a reasonable basis for keep-
ing it sealed. So they had to litigate 
it in open.
Q: So does the FBI plan on shar-
ing with Apple the means by which 
the Justice Department was able to 
access the phone?
A: I don’t know yet. We’re still 
working through that and a number 
of other policy issues related to the 
solution that we obtained and that 
device. 
Q: OK. Maybe let’s move on to 
another case involving the FBI and 
electronic data. You told Congress 
last month you were “very close 
personally” to the investigation 
into former Secretary of State Hill-
ary Clinton’s use of a private email 
server while she was in office. What 
did you mean exactly by being “very 
close personally,” and, relatedly, 
have you involved yourself to the 
same degree in responding to any 
other such security referrals, or is 
this case exceptional?
A: What I meant was I get briefed 
I’m not going to answer that, given 
that the investigation is still ongo-
ing. Again, I want to be careful not 
to do anything to keep it from being 
done honestly, fairly and indepen-
dently, and if I start offering views 
on the underlying subject, that will 
be compromised.
Q: Some individuals — Ken Cuc-
cinelli, the former attorney general 
of Virginia, various pundits and 
journalists — have suggested that 
you might resign if Secretary Clin-
ton is [not] indicted. Is that a pos-
sibility you can rule out?
A: I’m not going to comment on 
that either.
Q: Speaking of resignations, in 
2004, predicated on your refusal 
to authorize the continuation of a 
classified program, you were in-
tent on resigning as acting attorney 
general even after the Madrid train 
bombings the next day. I’m wonder-
ing, as the director of the FBI, how 
would you respond to orders from 
the next president to employ meth-
ods of interrogation that are cur-
rently illegal under international 
law — such as waterboarding or ac-
tively targeting terrorists’ families?
A: I’m going to be careful to stay 
away from either hypos or anything 
that might be commenting on the 
political election and the comments 
in the course of that. But I will an-
swer the question in a more gener-
al way. As I said at the time, I was 
confirmed as deputy attorney gen-
eral and when I had to testify about 
on it regularly, quite often, to un-
derstand where the matter sits, with 
a focus — my interest is in making 
sure we have the people, the exper-
tise, the technology we need to do 
this investigation well, and second, 
I want to ensure that our folks are 
able to do it without any kind of out-
side interference whatsoever from 
any source and that’s why I’m stay-
ing close to it. I think in my time 
as director there’s a few other mat-
ters that I’ve stayed close to, to un-
derstand where they are, but there 
aren’t a bunch of them. There are a 
small group of cases I stay close to 
the so-called “hospital incident,” I 
think I testified in 2007, I take very 
seriously my oath to support and 
defend the Constitution of the Unit-
ed States. In fact, we’ve put it in the 
mission statement of the FBI. Our 
mission is to protect the American 
people, and uphold the Constitution 
of the United States. And so if, any 
job I’m in, we’re either going to do it 
lawfully and appropriately and con-
sistent with the Constitution of the 
United States, or, after all my best 
efforts to try to get us to that place, 
I won’t be working in that job any-
more. But that’s not the comment on 
any future administration.
Q: The San Bernardino attacks 
got a lot of media attention in re-
cent months. Do you think if some 
of the victims in those attacks had 
been armed that the death rate 
might have been lower than it was? 
Do you think higher gun ownership 
has the potential to reduce such vi-
olent acts?
A: I don’t know enough to say 
about a situation like that, and I 
don’t think it’s a question that I 
ought to be speculating on, frankly.
Q: And one final question for 
you, Director Comey. In a news 
analysis piece in The New York 
Times last year about President 
Obama’s final State of the Union 
address, Peter Baker wrote, “A cer-
tain number of relatively low-level 
terrorist attacks may be inevitable, 
and Americans may have to learn 
to adapt the way Israel has.” Do 
you agree with this assessment? Do 
you think the United States and 
perhaps other Western countries 
may need to get used to more fre-
quent acts of terrorism?
A: I hope not. The United States 
sits in a very different security en-
vironment than Israel, a very dif-
ferent neighborhood. And we’ve 
brought resources to bear since Sep-
tember 11 that are extraordinary, 
so that we never have to live in that 
world where we accept it and so, no, 
I wouldn’t concede that. We have a 
very difficult job — especially, one 
of the things I’m going to talk about 
tonight is encryption, especially 
when we’re looking for needles in a 
haystack and it’s a nationwide hay-
stack and the needle can go invisi-
ble on us — very, very hard. But that 
doesn’t mean we should say to our-
selves, We got to get used to people 
blowing themselves up or killing in-
nocent people by the dozen. 
This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity. Read the Collegian’s 
full interview and more CSAD coverage 
at kenyoncollegian.com/csad.
James B. Comey P’16, director of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), addressed a packed auditorium 
in Rosse Hall on Wednesday night, 
where he discussed issues ranging from 
data encryption to terrorism. Comey 
had been billed as the keynote speaker 
for this year’s Center for the Study of 
American Democracy (CSAD) con-
ference titled “The Expectation of Pri-
vacy.”  
Comey began by saying he values 
privacy, but asked the audience how 
they, as citizens, could have a more 
productive conversation on issues con-
cerning technological privacy. 
“I don’t want anyone looking at my 
stuff either,” Comey said. “But if it was 
the phone of someone who abducted 
your sister, or the phone of a suicide 
bomber ... at least it should change how 
we have a conversation about it.”
Comey went on to speak about the 
FBI’s feud with Apple over gaining ac-
cess to the iPhone of Syed Rizwan Fa-
rook, a terrorist involved in the San 
Bernardino shooting earlier this year, 
in which Farook and his wife, Tashfeen 
Malik, shot and killed 14 people at the 
Inland Regional Center in California. 
Comey stressed the FBI was not trying 
to set a precedent by obtaining a court 
order in an attempt to force Apple to 
write software for the killer’s iPhone that 
would have prevented the data from 
being erased after 10 failed attempts 
to unlock the phone. Apple fought the 
court order, but the FBI dropped the 
case after gaining access to the shooter’s 
phone by consulting with an outside 
source. Comey also said claims the FBI 
would use this software on U.S. citizens 
stemmed from “slippery slope” argu-
ments, and did not have a factual basis.
Comey asked the audience to keep 
an open mind on issues concerning the 
FBI’s role in data encryption and tech-
nological privacy, and not to cling to 
their assumptions as they would a “life 
raft in a storm.”
After his speech, Comey took ques-
tions from audience members, who 
pressed him on topics such as the idea 
of privacy as a human right and the 
ethics of the FBI breaching private data. 
Henry Burbank ’16 enjoyed the ad-
dress. “It’s always a gift to hear from 
someone who’s infinitely invested in 
the issues we are talking about, and 
who makes decisions everyday that af-
fect us,” Burbank said.
and this is one of them. What was 
the second part of the question?
Q: Well, to what degree is this 
case exceptional, in your work? I 
mean, have you dealt with other 
high-profile investigations?
A: Oh, sure, plenty. I mean, it’s 
not exceptional in that sense. The 
bureau gets involved in lots of mat-
ters that are subject to intense pub-
lic interest. We just talked about San 
Bernardino. That generated a huge 
amount of public interest and at-
tention. So in that sense it’s not ex-
ceptional. Again, I aspire, and the 
whole FBI does, to do work compe-
>> WATCH THE INTERVIEW at kenyoncollegian.com/csad
Our systems, the 
FBI’s and the rest 
of the government’s, and I’m 
sure our devices, are always 
subject to nation-states trying 
to get into them. So there’s 
always risk. There’s no such 
thing as totally secure.
“ Comey asks audience to think about privacy issues with nuance
by BILL GARDNER
Look, we always 
want to do it well, 
that’s our first consideration. 
Our second is, given that the 
public is intensely interested in 
a San Bernardino or in this in-
vestigation involving this email 
server, we want to respond in a 
way that is reasonably prompt. 
“
Continued from Page 1
All events will take place in the 
Community Foundation Theater in 
the Gund Gallery.
Comey responds to audience questions in Rosse Hall Wednesday. Photo by Nathaniel Shahan
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EDITORIAL
HAVE OPINIONS?
Is there a better way to distribute 
housing?
What effects will recent adminis-
trative personnel changes have? 
Write to us at
kenyoncollegian@gmail.com
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Village zoning code 
needs another look
When the College went before the Village Council this 
week, it sought six variances for its planned construction 
of housing on the site of the former Gambier Grill, and a 
market and housing complex where the Black Box Theater 
currently sits.
These variances are required because the heights of the 
proposed buildings, footprint on their lots and the width 
and square footage of the market do not conform with the 
Village’s zoning code.
But when council denied most of these, it wasn’t clear the 
decision-making was entirely considerate of how the Col-
lege planned to move ahead with its plans. Council enabled 
the College to put a building on the Black Box land — but 
a building so constricted it rendered the permission a moot 
point.
As Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman told Council, 
“We’re now stuck with a building that at its most can be 22 
feet wide and 35 feet long. I mean, there won’t be a practical 
use for what we can do there.”
The Village’s zoning code requires that a building down-
town — which cannot exceed 30 feet in height — be mea-
sured from its lowest point. Kohlman asked Council to re-
evaluate this rule since it would mean “we will not be able 
to replace Farr Hall.” As the building would have to be mea-
sured from its lowest point, “the front of the building is go-
ing to be about five feet high,” Kohlman said.
While the Council just recently underwent an update to 
its zoning code, it is clear there are significant issues with its 
rules — ones that make it near impossible to construct new 
buildings downtown. While the code does not ban new 
buildings downtown, it now makes it unfeasible to do so.
Still, the College will move forward with its plans — re-
gardless of what Villagers think. That was made clear at the 
variance hearing, where at least a few community mem-
bers voiced opposition to the College’s housing and market 
plans. Unlike the College’s ability to construct buildings 
downtown — which Council’s interpretation of the zoning 
code has made fuzzy — the ability for any property owner 
to demolish buildings is crystal clear: Any owner has a right 
to tear down a building.
This reality points to the Village’s Planning and Zoning 
Commission’s profound lack of power. If Council consid-
ers adjusting the Village’s zoning code to make building 
possible, it should also consider making some demolition 
impossible. There are many historic buildings in Gambier, 
and it would be a shame if these were to be destroyed. The 
College’s plans to move the Snowden Multicultural Center 
theme housing to new housing behind Farr leaves the fate 
of that building on Chase Avenue up in the air. Colburn 
Hall, a former chapel library, was turned into a party space 
last year, and is being readily debauched by undergradu-
ates. Will the College eventually seek its demolition once it 
becomes “unsafe”? This is why Council must reevaluate its 
zoning code once again — for the good of the College, and 
of Gambier. 
YOOBIN HAN
Title IX turnover raises questions 
On March 25, when I opened 
an email from the Office of 
Communications, I expected the 
usual: a notice about an upcom-
ing lecture. I was shocked to see 
instead that Andrea Goldblum, 
our current Title IX coordinator, 
was going to be leaving her posi-
tion by June 1, less than a year 
after she began at Kenyon. While 
it was relieving to learn that, as 
opposed to leaving the position 
vacant, College administrators 
had decided to hire Samantha 
Hughes as the new coordinator, 
this sudden change within an 
important office of the College 
raised more questions than it an-
swered.
It is no secret the Title IX pol-
icy and its implementation have 
been far from perfect. At Kenyon 
and schools across the country, 
multiple lawsuits and claims of 
misdirected Title IX application 
have surfaced, creating debate 
and controversy. Within only the 
previous academic term at Ken-
yon, a student created an online 
petition demanding better safety 
measures for survivors. It’s clear 
that even after an extensive pol-
icy modification that problems 
still exist.
As a result, we are all left 
wondering how this sudden ad-
ministrative 
change will 
play into ques-
tions about, and 
the procedural 
discrepancies 
within, our Ti-
tle IX system. 
Will it bring 
clarity and con-
sistency to the 
enforcement of 
Title IX policy? 
Unfortunately, 
probably not. 
The problem 
extends far beyond policy and, 
despite our boasts of progres-
siveness, ref lects a culture of pa-
triarchy and survivor-blaming 
deeply entrenched on college 
campuses. 
The fact of the matter is, de-
spite my respect for this academ-
ic institution, if segments of the 
administration exist that pre-
fer to hush up Title IX incidents 
rather than properly investigate 
them, that compromises the in-
tegrity of the College. 
In turn, by pushing these is-
sues under the rug, these seg-
ments of the administration 
could trivial-
ize the realities 
of rape, abuse 
and inequity, 
which leak into 
both the facul-
ty and student 
body’s mind-
sets. To remedy 
these issues, we 
need not only a 
change in cam-
pus discourse, 
but also a Title 
IX coordinator 
willing to cease-
lessly advocate for proper policy 
implementation despite internal 
pressures to do otherwise. It is 
undoubtedly a difficult endeav-
or, and I hope to see the College 
change in a way that defies my 
modest expectations.
Hayley Yussman ’18 is an Eng-
lish and political science major 
from Oak Park, Ill. Contact her at 
yussmanh@kenyon.edu. 
College must follow coordinator change with honest policy 
implementation that delivers justice for survivors
HAYLEY YUSSMAN
While it was 
relieving to see 
that, as opposed to leav-
ing the position vacant, 
College administrators 
decided to hire Samatha 
Hughes, ... this sudden 
change within an important 
office of the College has 
raised more questions.
“
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Students have good reason to resist Master Plan
President Sean Decatur called 
the 2020 Plan a “distillation of our 
institutional priorities” in a March 
21 blog post on the College’s web-
site. Yet it seems the administration 
has confused an idealized version 
of a college campus with needs spe-
cific to Kenyon. 
According to Decatur, the new 
plan will prepare “students for 
postgraduate success,” but the Col-
lege recently announced a move to 
demolish the 
Black Box 
Theater, one 
of the only 
independent 
performing 
arts spaces 
on campus, 
which seems 
contrary to 
the goal of 
preparing students for postgradu-
ate life, at least until another space 
is built with similar function. 
This decision forces student 
groups to find new spaces to per-
form their work— or not perform 
it at all. Don’t these independent 
projects have postgraduate value? I 
have yet to see the reintegration of 
spaces for such groups in the Mas-
ter Plan, or a concrete answer to 
how a modernized Village and new 
apartment-style housing will better 
prepare students for the future. 
Cut away the pretentious jargon 
of the blog post and you don’t get 
a whole lot of anything. Decatur’s 
blog post also confesses weaknesses 
in the current facilities on campus, 
including handicapped accessibil-
ity, but makes no promise that ad-
dressing these issues will take pri-
ority.  
In fact, take a 
look at the  2020 
Strategic Plan 
website — the 
word ‘accessible’ 
is never used in 
reference to phys-
ical accessibility, 
only in terms of 
accessing infor-
mation, or mak-
ing the school more available to a 
diverse range of students. The post 
outlines broad goals without much 
in terms of how the plan will actu-
ally achieve them. 
Decatur says he is interested in 
the opinions of those whom this 
plan will most affect. It seems, 
though, despite publications by stu-
dents and community memebrs in 
the Collegian, Her Campus, and the 
Thrill, as well as spoken concerns 
about a number of decisions on the 
part of the administration, very few 
things have changed. 
Student Council’s  Buildings 
and Grounds Committee, a group 
that seems only to send emails in-
stead of actually incorporating 
the general student body into the 
discussion, is  ineffective as a me-
diator between students and the 
administration. The group com-
plains of a lack of attendance at 
their poorly publicized events, but 
this stems from the general feeling 
among students that they will not 
see any results, even if they express 
their opinions. If we want it to be 
an effective group on campus, we 
need to feel that the Buildings and 
Grounds Committee is a true mid-
dleman in the conversation, instead 
of a distanced group with ambigu-
ous objectives.
The Master Plan hopes to “re-
vitalize”  Gambier, but look closer, 
and what it’s really saying is it wants 
to take away the small-town charm 
and replace it with a manufactured 
version of Gambier. 
When Gambier’s Planning and 
Zoning Commission granted the 
College’s permit to Black Box, May-
or Kachen Kimmell urged, “the cit-
izens of the Village to be more con-
siderate” of the “millions of dollars 
[the College has] invested in infra-
structure in this town.” 
Yet, as residents of Kenyon and 
Gambier, is it not our right and 
obligation to stand up for what we 
think is best for the community? 
This might mean disagreeing with 
the structure and ideals of the cur-
rent Master Plan. 
When Decatur writes that he 
looks “forward in continuing the 
community conversation,” I sin-
cerely hope this does not mean pri-
oritizing the opinions of College 
donors over the opinions of those 
who are directly affected by the de-
cisions — citizens of Gambier, fac-
ulty, staff, students and others who 
have their fingers on the pulse of 
the current issues and weaknesses 
at Kenyon. It is one thing to say you 
want to hear opinions; it is another 
to act on them. 
Reagan Neviska ’17 is an anthro-
pology major from Fredericktown, 
Ohio. Contact her at neviskar@ke-
nyon.edu.
REAGAN NEVISKA 
Imagine yourself sitting in 
class. It’s been a long day, and 
you’re not paying attention to 
your professor. Instead, you’re 
planning your evening. Maybe 
you have an exam the next day 
and you want to go study in the 
library. Maybe you have to go 
down to the KAC at 4 for prac-
tice. Maybe all you want to do is 
sit with your friends and eat.
Then you hear gun shots. Not 
from the shooting range nearby, 
but on campus. The school goes 
on lockdown. Your professors 
instruct 
you to 
stay in the 
classroom, 
turn off the 
lights, cov-
er the win-
dows on the 
doors, lock 
the doors 
from the inside and hide. The 
room is absolutely silent. Even-
tually, Campus Safety comes to 
tell you you may all go back to 
your dorms. 
“Were there any casualties?” 
you ask. “We are not at liberty 
to discuss that information right 
now,” the officer replies. You 
call your parents to tell them 
you’re OK and then you call all 
your friends to make sure they 
are as well. One of them doesn’t 
pick up. You try again. Still no 
answer. The next day the presi-
dent’s office sends out an email 
explaining the incident and 
those affected. Your friend is in 
critical condition.
This hypothetical situtation 
is similar to what the families 
and friends of the first graders at 
Newtown, the high schoolers at 
Columbine and the college stu-
dents at Virginia Tech have expe-
rienced. I am not willing to allow 
my school to be added to that list. 
House Bill 48, Concealed Carry-
Affirmative Defenses-Carrying 
Firearm in Certain Vulnerable 
Areas, or the “Guns Everywhere 
Bill,” which is currently in com-
mittee in the 
Ohio State Sen-
ate, would al-
low people to 
carry weapons 
on college cam-
puses across 
the state. 
This is a rec-
ipe for a disas-
ter. College students are under 
a tremendous amount of stress, 
are often impulsive and inevita-
bly have access to alcohol. The 
combination of these factors 
would produce a dangerous and 
potentially disastrous situation 
if guns were added to the mix. 
But it is more likely that impul-
sive students will hurt them-
selves, rather than their peers. 
According to the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
suicide is the third leading cause 
of death for 15-24 year-olds, af-
ter accidents and homicides. The 
most common argument against 
gun-violence prevention is that 
a good guy with a gun can stop 
a bad guy with a gun. But two-
thirds of gun deaths in the Unit-
ed States are from suicides, not 
mass shootings. The only thing 
that may be more upsetting than 
finding out your friend has been 
shot, is finding out that she ac-
tively decided to take her own 
life.
I drafted the “Keep Guns off 
Kenyon College Campus” peti-
tion in March alongside Alex 
Piper ’16 to place pressure on 
President Sean Decatur’s office 
to make an official statement in 
opposition to this bill. As of now, 
he has not, to my knowledge, 
made any such statement. There 
should be no ambiguity about 
whether one could conceal-
carry a gun on campus. In the 
event this law passes, the school 
should make it abundantly clear 
to students, faculty, alumni, high 
school juniors and seniors, and 
the community that Kenyon is, 
and will always be, a gun-free 
zone. 
Thousands of families across 
the United States grapple with 
the unimaginable pain that 
comes from losing a child to gun 
violence. I do not want yours to 
be one of them.
Jessica Gorovitz ’19 is unde-
clared from Berkeley, Calif. Con-
tact her at gorovitzj@kenyon.edu.
Firearms pose too great a threatNew housing lottery 
process needs work 
MAYA LOWENSTEIN 
 Ohio legislation allowing guns on campus too risky
JESSICA GOROVITZ
This is a receipe 
for disaster. Col-
lege students are under 
a tremendous amount of 
stress, are often impulsive, 
and have access to alcohol. 
“
Illustration by Henry Uhrik
After receiving my Thumbs-Up 
envelope during my senior year of 
high school, I rushed to Kenyon’s 
website to investigate the different 
residence halls available to first-year 
students. Recently, I visited this page 
again and read this: “You can live in 
one of the historic stone residence 
halls or a modern apartment with its 
own kitchen.” I realized on the day of 
the stressful, soul-crushing housing 
lottery, this was an empty promise.
My plan was to get a New Apart-
ment. Say what you will about the 
disintegrating infrastructure, beer-
soaked carpets or even the rumored 
cockroaches. I desperately wanted 
the comfort of my own single room, 
plus a communal living space and 
a mini kitchen, and even the price 
for an apartment single on campus, 
$4,175 per semester, seemed reason-
able enough. Unfortunately, before 
the junior housing lottery had even 
started, the apartment I had started 
to decorate mentally had been taken.
In past years, the housing lottery 
for NCAs happened separately. This 
meant students who wished to live 
in the NCAs had to organize their 
groups before applying for an apart-
ment. This year, the NCAs were 
lumped in with the rest of the hous-
ing lottery. Any student with a high 
lottery number could haphazardly 
pull a group of housemates together 
and have their choice of apartment 
in senior suburbia. The highest num-
ber a student used to obtain an NCA 
this year was 81. Many seniors were 
locked out of NCAs and other apart-
ment options. The housing lottery 
should revert to the old system, the 
which worked well in prior years.
To make matters worse, the ad-
ministration has announced it will 
crack down on off-campus living 
next year.  I appreciate Kenyon’s 
close-knit community, but I don’t 
believe the administration should 
ban off-campus housing without 
offering sufficient apartment-style 
alternatives, especially when many 
of these “off-campus” houses are ac-
tually closer to the center of campus 
than some on-campus housing. Af-
ter the College builds more housing 
options like the apartments planned 
for the area the Cove used to oc-
cupy, the administration will have 
grounds to enforce this rule. Until 
then, groups of students eager for 
their own space and independence 
should be granted permission to live 
off-campus.
One day we will all graduate and 
leave the Kenyon bubble. The school 
is responsible for preparing us for 
postgrad life. Living in an apartment 
can help developskills such as cook-
ing, cleaning and getting along with 
multiple housemates. If Kenyon can-
not provide enough apartment-style 
housing for upperclass students, can 
the College adequately prepare stu-
dents for the outside world?
Maya Lowenstein ’18 is a film and 
sociology major from Toronto. Con-
tact her at lowensteinm@kenyon.edu.
The Plan hopes 
to ‘revitalize’ 
Gambier. ... What it’s re-
ally saying is it wants to 
take away the small-town 
charm. 
“
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Happy Bean Coffee infuses Mount Vernon with flavor
One night in July 2015, Cassie 
Johnson dreamed of a bright and 
spacious coffee shop in down-
town Mount Vernon named Hap-
py Bean. Less than a year later, 
in February 2016, Johnson and 
her husband Nate opened a shop 
under the same name on South 
Main Street in Mount Vernon.
The Johnsons have been 
Mount Vernon residents for six 
years and were disappointed with 
the limited activity and business 
options, so they opened Happy 
Bean to help revitalize the down-
town scene. The other coffee shop 
in Mount Vernon, Sips, closed in 
late March.
“It was a really big deal to me 
that we’re part of a shift in the at-
mosphere downtown,” Johnson 
said. “I felt like there was a feel-
ing almost of hopelessness and 
just lack of joy downtown. And so 
we really want to be intentional 
about being a part of that shift. 
And we’re both obsessed with 
coffee.”
Happy Bean is located in the 
downstairs entry space of Hunter 
Hall on Mount Vernon’s South 
Main Street. While Mount Ver-
non Nazarene University uses the 
building for classroom spaces, 
Happy Bean has no connection to 
the university itself. 
In Happy Bean’s corner of the 
building, natural light streams in 
through windows that make up 
the entire front wall, and exposed 
brick walls stretch from the hon-
ey-colored hardwood floors to the 
white ceiling. Happy Bean has the 
atmosphere of an artsy, big-city 
coffee shop without the crowds.
“They’re trying to specialize,” 
Shannon Hart ’18, frequent cus-
tomer of Happy Bean and friend 
of the Johnsons, said. “The menu 
is small, and there’s lots of focus 
on really good coffee.” Happy 
Bean does not offer specialty cof-
fee drinks, unlike Starbucks or 
Wiggin Street Coffee. They fea-
ture pour-over and drip coffees 
that absorb the flavor of their 
Baba Budan blend and Costa Ri-
can roast.
Hart enjoys how the envi-
ronment of Happy Bean invites 
customers to spend time in the 
shop and savor their drinks, as 
opposed to grabbing their cof-
fee and going. Visitors of Happy 
Bean include Mount Vernon resi-
dents, Mount Vernon Nazarene 
University students and Kenyon 
students. Johnson mentioned that 
a Kenyon art class came to Happy 
Bean a few weeks ago to work on 
art and drink coffee. 
Happy Bean is the Johnsons’ 
first coffee shop. Before it opened, 
Cassie Johnson worked as a pre-
school teacher, but she now works 
full-time at Happy Bean. Nate 
Johnson has continued his job as 
a high school math teacher dur-
ing the week but works at Happy 
Bean on the weekends. The pair 
hopes that once Happy Bean in-
creases its profits they will be able 
to do more for the community.
“We’re hoping to support local 
efforts for long-term drug reha-
bilitation and empowering fami-
lies,” Johnson said. She wants to 
partner with local churches and 
existing efforts to better Knox 
County. Johnson and her hus-
band hope that their special blend 
of bean-based community sup-
port will help more bussinesses 
sprout downtown.
Cassie and Nate Johnson look to revitalize the community with their new coffee shop 
HANNAH LEE LEIDY
Happy Bean Coffee is located on South Main Street in Mount Vernon. Photo by Linnea Feldman Emison
Welcome to the Kenyon Inn and Restaurant
Located on the beautiful, historic 
campus of Kenyon College,Ohio’s 
premiere and oldest liberal arts 
institution, the Kenyon Inn and 
Restaurant offers the finest lodging 
and dining in Knox County.
The Kenyon Inn and Restaurant • 100 W Wiggin St, Gambier, OH 43022 • 740-427-2202 • ww.kenyoninn.com
Breakfast
Monday through Friday 
7 a.m. to 9:30 am
Saturday 
8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Restaurant Hours Lunch
Monday through Saturday 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Brunch
Sunday 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Reservations are
always recommended.
Dinner
Sunday through Thursday 
5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m.
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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With storied history, Shock Your Mom still scandalizes
Despite the April blizzard on 
Saturday night, students took to 
the streets of Gambier in scanty at-
tire as they made their way to Gund 
Commons. By 11 p.m., music blared 
across north campus, and the ball-
room filled with bare-skinned peo-
ple as they participated in the Ken-
yon swimming and diving team’s 
annual Shock Your Mom party, 
which marks the end of the swim 
season and invites partygoers to 
dress as shockingly and revealingly 
as possible.
One of Kenyon’s most anticipat-
ed social events of the year, Shock 
Your Mom has long found itself a 
subject of discussion both within 
and beyond 
the Kenyon 
community. 
In 2003, its lax 
dress code at-
tracted the at-
tention of Play-
boy, which ran 
a blurb about 
the party in a 
feature, “Sex 
on Campus: 
Grades aren’t the only thing being 
made at our institutions of higher 
learning.”
“Booze is plentiful and clothing 
is not — at a recent bash, one co-ed 
improvised by wearing a Kenyon 
admissions viewbook,” the maga-
zine read. Later the article mentions 
a student who showed up covered 
entirely in pink plastic wrap.
The party’s dress code has 
sparked controversy in the past. 
Last year, swimmer Mariah Wil-
liamson ’16 sent an email to stu-
dents informing potential party-
goers about state and federal laws 
requiring people to cover their geni-
talia and breasts. 
The organizers did not send an 
email this year, and in her three 
years of attending the party, swim-
mer Eliana Crawford ’17 has not 
heard of anyone being asked to leave 
the party for violating the law. 
But in 2009, hosts asked several 
bare-breasted female students to 
leave the party. The following Thurs-
day, photographs of naked breasts 
appeared taped to trees along Mid-
dle Path, and copies of a letter scat-
tered in Peirce Hall, signed by “The 
Women Behind the Boobs,” asked 
“why ‘com-
mon decency’ 
requires us to 
cover a part 
of our bodies 
that not only 
do men not 
have to cover, 
but that is a 
natural, in-
tegral part of 
ourselves.” 
The letter claimed that Shock Your 
Mom acted “as a catalyst” for the 
Middle Path demonstration.
For many Kenyon students, the 
party’s reputation precedes it. When 
she was a first year, Kayla Rogers ’18 
remembered hearing stories about 
the event, writing in an email that 
she thought it sounded “cool, lib-
erating, ‘totally college.’” That year 
she attended the party wearing 
electrical tape over her nipples. Her 
feelings about the event have since 
grown more complicated. She, too, 
finds the dress code problematic.
“The party is sort of a mess,” 
Rogers said. “What does it give to 
the student body? An opportunity 
to hang out with each other in the 
nude … except not really. A chance 
to free ourselves of our clothes and 
party in our almost birthday suits 
… except not really.”
On Saturday, Daniel DeAn-
drade ’19 attended his first Shock 
Your Mom, wearing a white tank 
top in which he had cut holes in the 
shape of eyes and a mouth. To him, 
the most shocking costumes of the 
night were related to the current 
election season and included several 
Donald Trump T-shirts, one Bernie 
Sanders T-shirt and a girl with the 
words “Babes for Trump” written 
across her belly.
“I would go again,” DeAndrade 
said of the party itself. “Actually, no. 
I don’t think I would go again.”
The party remains one of the 
most popular of the year, so much 
so that the swim team starts orga-
nizing it as early as the fall semes-
ter. Crawford said the entire team 
gets party trained well in advance 
in anticipation of hosting the event. 
In addition, the official hosts do a 
great deal of planning with the Col-
lege administration to determine 
how much alcohol to have on hand, 
among other factors.
Though often seen as a celebra-
tion of the end of the swim season, 
Crawford says swimmers host the 
party in the spring in part because 
they do not have time to do so ear-
lier in the year due to their busy 
training schedule. “We’re sort of like 
a fraternity or sorority,” Crawford 
said. “It’s our yearly party.”
The swimmers often use the op-
portunity to celebrate as a team. 
This year, the swim team’s senior 
Ladies each dressed up as a different 
superhero.
Given the usually scandalous 
nature of the outfits, the most sur-
prising costume of the year for 
Crawford was a full-body Pikachu 
costume. “It had to be very hot,” she 
FRANCES SAUX
Ríoghnach Robinson ‘16
Com
piled
 by E
van C
ree G
ee Senior Class Total:
Clas
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What state committed this week 
to raise its minimum wage to $15 
per hour?
Which team won the NCAA 
Division I Men’s Basketball 
Championship on April 4?
Who is the keynote speaker at 
the biennial CSAD conference 
this week?
What state passed a law this week 
that would prevent local lawmakers 
from requiring businesses to serve 
members of the LBGT community?
California
FBI Director 
James Comey
Villanova University
North Carolina
California
Abhijeet Ball ‘19
Weekly Scores
Andrew Perricone ‘17 Quinn Rathkamp ‘18
Junior Class Total: Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:
I don’t know.
Villanova
Alabama
I don’t know.
Comey
Villanova
North Carolina
California
Carli Lloyd
“Villenhoff ”
South Carolina
Washington
FBI director
Villanova
Oregon
Clas
h
38
2 3 1 2
38 3743
Answer
Booze is plenti-
ful and clothing 
is not — at a recent bash, 
one co-ed improvised by 
wearing a Kenyon admis-
sions viewbook.
A 2003 Playboy article
“ Illustration by Henry Uhrik ‘18
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First years help Ladies sweep Oberlin in doubleheader
Softball opens conference play 2-0; Amanda Ogata ’19 named NCAC player of the week
JACK PIPPEN
They wanted to beat her. Former 
Kenyon assistant coach Sara Schoen-
hoft became head coach at Oberlin 
in the fall and on Saturday, Kenyon 
softball had the chance to defeat her 
new team.
The Ladies took on the Oberlin 
College Yeowomen to open their 
North Coast Athletic Conference 
(NCAC) season. Overcoming bad 
weather and the pressure to beat 
their former coach, the Ladies (13-8-
1; NCAC 2-0-0) put on an offensive 
show to beat the Yeowomen (1-20; 
NCAC 0-2) in two games, 13-5 and 
18-15.
“It was definitely exciting to get 
the sweep, because our conference 
is never set in stone,” pitcher Austen 
Whibley ’19 said. In the first game 
against Oberlin, Whibley struck out 
seven batters.
In the first game, Kenyon began 
their offensive attack in the bottom 
of the third with a run-scoring dou-
ble from Molly O’Connor ’16. Later 
in the inning, runs batted in (RBI) 
from Nicole Horita ’18, Danielle 
Elizarraraz ’16 and Amanda Coyle 
’18 added to the lead. Later Madi 
Maldonado ’18 singled and Amanda 
Ogata ’19 tripled, each knocking in 
two runs. Another strong pitching 
performance from Whibley kept 
Oberlin at bay while the Ladies add-
ed four more runs to finish the job. 
Whibley’s effort from the mound 
earned her her ninth win on the sea-
son.
Kenyon began the second game 
staying hot at the plate. The team 
went up 4-0 in the first, with help 
from a two-run home run by Whib-
ley. In the second, Ogata added to 
the lead with a triple that knocked in 
Maldonado and Masen Colucci ’19. 
The Yeowomen were not deterred 
and stormed back with a nine-run 
third inning to take a 9-6 lead. The 
tenacious Ladies’ offense answered 
with six in the home half of the third 
to regain the lead. Oberlin managed 
to strike back with a six-run inning 
of their own to bring the score to 15-
12 in Oberlin’s favor.
As the weather conditions wors-
ened in the fifth inning, the Ladies 
refused to be discouraged. Ogata 
completed the cycle, hitting a single, 
double, triple and her first collegiate 
home run, which also plated Sophie 
Silberman ’19. Later in the fifth, the 
Ladies retook the lead, this time for 
good, on a bases-clearing triple by 
Elizarraraz.
“I think there might have been 
nerves when some of us realized our 
first conference game was against 
[the person] who recruited us,” 
Whibley said. “At the end of the day 
we still came out on top, which is 
what’s most important.”
As has been the case in many 
games this season, strong perfor-
mances by first-year players helped 
the team overcome obstacles.
“It felt awesome to hit for the cy-
cle,” Ogata said.
Ogata’s performance earned her 
the NCAC player of the week hon-
or on Monday. “I’m honored to be 
named player of the week as a fresh-
man,” Ogata said. Over the course of 
the week she collected 11 hits, drove 
in 12 runs and reached 20 total bases.
The Ladies’ record improves to 
13-8-1 and 2-0 in the conference. Ke-
nyon’s doubleheader against Witten-
berg University (17-4-1; NCAC 1-1), 
previously scheduled for Wednes-
day, was postponed to Wednesday, 
April 13.
Amanda Ogata ’19, pictured here in an earlier home game against Marietta College, hit for the cycle in 
Kenyon’s second game against Oberlin on Saturday. Courtesy of Kenyon Athletics
After defeating Wabash and Wooster in the same week, Kenyon stands third in the NCAC
Men’s lacrosse rolls through conference opponents
DANTE PILKINGTON
With most of the season 
behind them, Lords lacrosse 
has proven a victorious squad. 
Two weeks ago, the Lords (8-2; 
North Coast Athletic Confer-
ence 3-1) had their cage rattled 
by the fearsome Ohio Wes-
leyan University Bishops (9-2; 
4-0). But they took the defeat 
in stride, and on Saturday over-
whelmed the Wabash College 
Little Giants (4-5; 0-2) in a 24-6 
victory on McBride Field, rais-
ing the team’s record to a solid 
7-2.
This season, key players have 
dominated with stellar perfor-
mances, but on Saturday the 
whole squad pitched in to de-
feat the diminutive Giants. 
After an uncontested first 
quarter, veteran goalie Pat-
rick Shevelson ’16 let younger 
players take over. In the next 
three quarters, Kenyon’s re-
serve goalies — Gabriel Avis 
’17, Noah Gurzenski ’17 and 
Reed Levesque ’19 — each had 
a shot at lax glory against Wa-
bash, and all three made Ke-
nyon proud, foreshadowing a 
strong defensive corps for the 
years to come.
“We got to get a lot of guys 
in,” Josh Galardi ’18, the Lords’ 
attackman, said. “It was a great 
experience.” 
Galardi has had an incred-
ible season. Earlier this year, 
he scored 13 goals in the span 
of two games. But Galardi, like 
Shevelson, took a backseat and 
let his teammates take up the 
reins for an ensemble perfor-
mance. Eleven players scored 
against the Giants, including 
sophomore Rob Guldenschuh, 
who had a breakout perfor-
mance of five goals and one as-
sist.
“It was a good team win, and 
the entire roster contributed 
with valuable minutes,” Head 
Coach Doug Misarti wrote 
in an email to the Collegian. 
“We now are preparing for a 
big week with games against 
strong Wooster and Witten-
berg teams. The coaching staff 
has been happy with our overall 
development up to this point in 
the season. We are looking for-
ward to an exciting week.”
On Tuesday, the Lords trav-
eled to the College of Wooster 
(8-4; 3-1) and served the Fight-
ing Scots their first conference 
loss of the season. Chris Fer-
raro ’18 scored five goals in the 
18-8 victory, Nick Vitale ’19 
contributed four and Galardi 
chipped in with two goals and 
two assists.
While the Lords are on top 
of their game, they have a hard 
road ahead of them: four more 
games this season, all against 
conference opponents.
All in all, the morale is high 
in lax land. Saturday’s game 
was definitive proof that the 
College’s squad is strong this 
year. 
“I think we’re doing great,” 
Galardi said. “We only have a 
couple conference games left, 
and I think we’re going to win. 
And I think we’ll be in the 
postseason, so I’m looking for-
ward to it.”
The Lords next play on Sat-
urday against the Wittenberg 
University Tigers (6-4; 2-2) on 
McBride Field.
Chris Ferraro ’18, pictured here in an eariler home match against Otterbein University, scored five goals in 
an 18-8 win at the College of Wooster on Tuesday. Courtesy of Kenyon Athletics
KENYON 13
OBERLIN 5
KENYON 18
OBERLIN 15
KENYON 24
WABASH 6
KENYON 18
WOOSTER 8
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CAMERON MESSINIDES
WOOSTER 12
KENYON 8
A sodden field matched 
the Ladies’ somber spirits af-
ter their Saturday loss to the 
College of Wooster. The Ke-
nyon women’s lacrosse team 
turned in a tough fight, but 
their continued struggles to 
control the ball led to a 12-8 
defeat.
Kenyon (6-2; NCAC 0-2) 
traveled to Wooster (8-1; 2-0) 
with high hopes of bounc-
ing back from their loss to 
Wittenberg University (7-2; 
1-1) on March 26. The La-
dies sprinted to a 5-1 lead in 
the first 20 minutes, but by 
the end of the half the Fight-
ing Scots had erased that lead 
with haste; Wooster scored 
six unanswered goals in un-
der five minutes, and Kenyon 
went into halftime down by 
two.
In the second half, Wooster 
tacked on five more goals, 
while Kenyon added just 
three. Kat Englert ’18 led the 
Ladies with three goals while 
Jane Symmes ’16 and Cassie 
Hudson-Heck ’19 scored two 
apiece. On the defensive end, 
goalkeeper Allie Dumas ’18 
made seven saves. 
“We really thought 
we would be able to beat 
Wooster,” Symmes said. 
“Having those two conference 
losses in a row set the morale 
kind of low.”
The loss puts Kenyon sixth 
in the North Coast Athletic 
Conference (NCAC) stand-
ings. Still hunting for a con-
ference win, the Ladies now 
look to turn their disappoint-
ment into improvement.
“Clearouts, transitions, 
all that kind of stuff was just 
pretty weak, so we’re trying 
to fix that,” Symmes said. 
“We decided on five things as 
a team that we need to work 
on.” Some of those points of 
focus include transitions in 
the midfield, shot placement, 
movement on offense and 
continued defensive effort, 
according to captain Lauren 
Earls ’16.
The Ladies can look for-
ward to a favorable schedule 
in the weeks to come. The two 
losses to open conference play 
came against Wooster and 
Wittenberg, which hold the 
top two overall records in the 
NCAC. In their six remaining 
games, the Ladies will face 
only two teams who currently 
hold winning records: Ohio 
Wesleyan University (5-4; 
0-1) and Oberlin College (7-3; 
2-0). Their four other sched-
uled opponents have a col-
lective winning percentage of 
.371.
Though Saturday’s loss 
may have lowered team mo-
rale, the Ladies are poised 
to bounce back. Players still 
praise the team’s character 
and closeness. Beyond prac-
tices and games, the Ladies 
gather over weekly lunches 
and the occasional dinner 
cooked by the captains.
Saturday’s game left 
Symmes with a Kenyon re-
cord; she snagged four draw 
controls against Wooster and 
raised her career total to 242, 
the highest career mark in the 
history of Kenyon women’s la-
crosse.
With their camaraderie 
and faith in their ability to 
improve, the Ladies remain 
confident in their quest for 
the postseason. The team next 
plays on Saturday in a home 
match against DePauw Uni-
versity (2-7; 1-1), on the La-
dies’ senior day.
Women’s tennis wins two
CHICAGO 5
KENYON 2
WASH U. 5
KENYON 2
KENYON 6
DEPAUW 3
KENYON 5
HOPE 4
KENYON 3
HIRAM 0
KENYON 12
HIRAM 2
GILLIAN BLACKWELL
Ladies look for answers after second NCAC loss in a row
Women’s lacrosse drops game to Wooster, now sits at sixth in conference standings
Jane Symmes ’16, pictured here in an earlier home match against Wittenberg University, set a Kenyon 
record for career draw controls in a 12-8 loss at Wooster on Saturday. Courtesy of Kenyon Athletics
Ladies tennis had strong per-
formances over the weekend 
at the Midwest Invitational in 
Madison, Wis., beating nation-
ally 27th-ranked Hope College 
(Holland, Mich.) and later that 
day 16th-ranked DePauw Uni-
versity (7-9; NCAC 0-0).
In both matches, Diana Abou-
bakare ’18 played solidly, earning 
the Ladies (8-9; 0-0) points in the 
first and third doubles matches 
she played while paired with Jen-
na Murray ’17. Though the Ladies 
didn’t gain the result they were 
looking for against the 15th-
ranked University of Chicago, 
Aboubakare beat their first sin-
gles player to earn the Ladies one 
of their two points in the match.
The Ladies wrapped up their 
weekend with a 5-2 loss against 
the highest-ranked team they 
encountered at the invitational, 
ninth-ranked Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis. 
The two points for the Ladies 
came from Annie Reiner ’19 in 
the No. 6 singles spot, and from 
Alyssa Moreau ’18 and Samantha 
Murphy ’16 in the No. 2 doubles 
spot.
Overall, the team had a re-
spectable showing this weekend, 
beating two nationally ranked 
teams and placing fourth at the 
invitational. Aboubakare was 
named North Coast Athletic 
Conference (NCAC) Player of 
the Week for her performances. 
This is the second time in her 
career she has been awarded the 
honor.
The Ladies will be back on 
the courts on Sunday when they 
travel to Meadville, Pa. to face 
Allegheny College (3-9; 0-0) for 
their second NCAC conference 
match of the season.
Ladies take on Midwest Invitational
Lords’ add to historic winning 
streak with wins over Hiram
CAMERON MESSINIDES
Playing in spite of a rain 
threat, the Kenyon baseball 
team won two North Coast 
Athletic Conference (NCAC) 
games on Wednesday af-
ternoon in a doubleheader 
against Hiram College. 
The two victories ad-
vanced their win streak to the 
program’s best in at least 50 
years. Kenyon kept unreliable 
records of baseball game re-
sults before the 1965 season, 
so the active 10-game win 
streak may be considered re-
cord-breaking.
Pitcher Jesse Bogacz ’18 led 
the Lords (16-5; NCAC 4-0) 
to the accomplishment with 
a seven-inning shutout in 
the first game against Hiram 
(3-15; 0-4). Kenyon failed to 
score during the first four in-
nings, but in the fifth Alec 
Manning ’18 circled the bases 
to reach home on a hit by Max 
Warren ’18. 
Kenyon scored once more 
in the fifth, a single by Matt 
Contreras ’19 that sent John 
Nahra ’16 over home plate. 
Manning hit a sacrifice f ly in 
the sixth to allow Chris Ste-
vens ’17 to snag the final run 
of the game and seal the 3-0 
Kenyon win.
Rain cut the second game 
short in the bottom of the 
sixth inning. Although Hi-
ram avoided another shutout 
in the shortened contest, they 
managed just two runs, one 
in the first inning and the 
other in the third. 
Bogacz stood strong on 
the mound, halting Hiram’s 
momentum every time they 
threatened to take off. 
Kenyon’s offense sprinted 
out of the blocks. In the top 
of the first, the Lords load-
ed the bases with Contreras, 
Jackson Celestin ’17 and Matt 
von Roemer ’18. Phillip Nam 
’17 stepped to the plate and 
knocked a grand slam to left-
center field.
With an early 4-0 lead to 
work with, the Lords went on 
to score three more times in 
the second inning and once 
more in the third. 
A Hiram error in the fifth 
allowed Kenyon to deal the 
final blow, scoring two un-
earned runs. Officials called 
the game just one hit into 
the top of the sixth, and the 
Lords left with their streak 
comfortably intact.
Kenyon baseball looks 
to keep the streak alive this 
weekend when they travel to 
play four games against the 
Fighting Scots at the College 
of Wooster (11-5; 2-2).
Baseball pushes streak to 10 in doubleheader
Maddie Morgan ’18 walks, trots, canters to nationals
Hickory Hill Farm, a 20-min-
ute car ride from Gambier, could 
easily grace an Ohio postcard: 
A white picket fence runs over 
bright green hills, nestled be-
tween which are two white 
buildings, a riding ring and 
the horses Kenyon’s Equestrian 
Team (KCET) rides. Composed 
of  38 members, six horses and a 
guard llama named Llance, this 
small club team has more to offer 
the community than just their 
late-night pancake fundraisers. 
Despite being a club team, KCET 
will be represented by Maddie 
Morgan ’18 at a national horse-
back-riding competition this 
May.
Morgan will be representing 
Kenyon at the 2016 Intercolle-
giate Horse Show Association 
(IHSA) National Championship 
on May 5, at The Kentucky Horse 
Park in Lexington, Ky. She will 
be riding in the Advanced Walk, 
Trot, Canter  Division, making 
her the second Kenyon student 
to compete at nationals in the 
last four years. Before her,  Celine 
Aenlle-Rocha ’15 placed 10th at 
nationals in the Walk-Trot Divi-
sion as a sophomore. To get this 
far Morgan has gone through 
three rounds of trials: compe-
tition, regionals and zones, all 
governed by the IHSA.
The IHSA is a complicated 
network of 37 regions in eight 
zones across the U.S. and Can-
ada. To qualify for the national 
competition, Morgan first had 
to score 36 points over the past 
two years in various competi-
tions with KCET. After reach-
ing a score of 36 points, Morgan 
was invited to regionals, from 
which the top two riders advance 
to the zones competition. Ken-
yon’s zone encompasses Ohio, 
Michigan, Kentucky and parts 
of Pennsylvania. At zones the 
top two riders qualify for nation-
als, and this year Morgan placed 
first. Morgan is excited to travel 
to “big horse country” — Ken-
tucky — in May, but the ride to 
get to this point has been a long 
one for her and the entirely stu-
dent-run team. KCET pays for 
everything from finances to trav-
el — and it takes a great deal of 
money to care for a horse.
According to Kohn, costs can 
add up to $600 per month to care 
for and house a horse. KCET 
does not own their horses; in-
stead, the team saves money by 
leasing most of them from own-
ers in the area. Yet funding re-
mains a continuous burden for 
the club. Last year the Business 
and Finance Committee (BFC) 
denied KCET the funds to add 
another horse to their roster. To 
care for the horses they do have, 
KCET raises money through an 
overnight, annual fall trip to 
work the concession stands at 
Cedar Point and additional late-
night pancake fundraisers.
“It’s just what we need to do 
to help our horses, and we en-
joy doing it,” Brooke Kohn ’18, 
the team’s horse show captain, 
said. “It’s a lot of fun and another 
great way to meet other mem-
bers of the team, since we don’t 
all practice together at the same 
time.”
Members of the team carpool 
to take lessons for $35 per session 
at Hickory Hill Farm with Erica 
Parnisari, the previous district 
commissioner of Hunter’s Run 
Pony Club and an experienced 
rider who has taught riding for 
nearly 30 years. 
“We offer lessons for all abil-
ity levels, for people that’ve never 
touched a horse before Kenyon 
and people that have been rid-
ing their whole lives,” Kohn said. 
For her, KCET has allowed her to 
get off campus once a week to do 
something she loves. “It, at least 
for myself, helped Kenyon feel a 
lot larger,” she said.
Kohn has been riding since 
the age of 10, a level of experi-
ence typical of horseback riders, 
and has loved it since that young 
age. 
When looking at colleges, 
Kohn even considered choos-
ing a school with a varsity riding 
program, but thought better of it.
“I didn’t want my life to be 
just riding,” Kohn said.
Now, as one of the team’s 
three co-captains, Kohn lights 
up when talking about her team 
and their horses. “I joined the 
minute I got to campus and I’ve 
loved every minute of it,” she 
said.
Morgan, who is headed to 
nationals in May, feels the same 
way, even though it has been 
tough at times. One such experi-
ence, which the team loves to re-
count at the start of each compe-
tition, occurred during Morgan’s 
first competition with KCET, in 
October 2015.
“It was my first horse show 
at Kenyon, and first legitimate 
horse show ever,” Morgan said. 
“I got on my horse, and there’s 
something: you can’t touch the 
horse’s tack, which is the saddle, 
girth, bridle. So you have the 
person holding the horse or the 
school that’s hosting the show 
adjust the tack — but I had no 
idea.”
At competitions like those, 
riders are assigned a horse at 
random and not allowed to ride 
them until they enter the ring, 
nor are they allowed to adjust the 
saddle, stirrups or bridle on the 
horse. “I got on the horse,” she 
said.
Eventually, Morgan realized 
her stirrups were slipping and 
her saddle was also moving. “I 
decided I was going to do an 
emergency dismount, which is 
basically you just throw yourself 
off of the horse, so you can avoid 
falling, but I was too slow. Es-
sentially I just made a huge splat 
on the ground, which was great,” 
Morgan said, laughing.
Moments later, with her horse 
standing calmly, staring down at 
her, Morgan jumped back into 
the saddle and went on to place 
second in the competition, earn-
ing five points toward her na-
tional bid.
Many months later, and fol-
lowing a few more late-night 
pancake fundraisers, KCET is 
both excited to support experi-
enced riders like Morgan and ea-
ger to welcome newcomers to the 
sport.
“We’re a very tiny, tiny team 
compared to the others, but we 
usually hold our own,” Kohn 
said.
Morgan will compete at na-
tionals on May 5, with KCET’s 
next pancake fundraiser slated 
for April 20.
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Founded in 1934, the Kenyon equestrian team welcomes riders both new and old
Left to right: Katie Jimenez-Gray ’18, Maddie Morgan ’18, Coach Erica Parnisari, Laura Marqués-Jackson 
’16 and Willa Lerner ’18 after a horse show earlier this year. Courtesy of Maddie Morgan
Left, Maddie Morgan ’18 rides at a competition earlier this year. She advanced to nationals on May 5. Right, Morgan spends quality time with a horse. Courtesy of Brooke Kohn
